
 

 

March 26, 2021 
 
Special Education Parent Community,   
 
We are writing to update you on our ongoing monitoring of student progress and the work that we are doing to 
determine any learning loss that your child may have experienced due to instructional gaps related to the 
COVID 19 health pandemic.  As you know, we were unable to begin providing in person services on August 
20th as we had hoped and continued to provide distance learning through late September when we were 
cleared by the State and County to begin to implement IUSD’s in-person instructional models. 
 
While many of our students have been able to return to a 5 day a week instructional model, many continue to 
participate in a hybrid or virtual model due to the need to implement safety measures and social distancing 
protocols, amongst other factors.  Teachers and service providers have continued to monitor progress on goals 
and make adjustments to accommodations and services to ensure that students are accessing their 
educational environment and making appropriate progress.  
 
On March 4, 2021 you received communication from the District concerning summer programming that is 
being offered to address any learning loss that may have occurred due to the COVID-19 Health Pandemic.  If 
your child has been invited to participate in the general education Learning Loss Academy, we highly 
encourage you to register them for this program.  The Special Education department is currently designing 
programming supports for students with IEPs who participate in the District’s Summer Learning Recovery 
Program through push-in collaboration support by our Special Education staff, in addition to other supports that 
may be needed for our students.  
 
Additionally, we are planning to provide additional in person COVID related programming for our special 
education students who are recommended by their case managers due to not making expected progress on 
goals.  If your child is recommended for additional COVID related programming we will be contacting you 
individually in May with programming details and registration information.   
 
This additional programming may include a two week program after ESY and the the Learning Loss Academy, 
additional supports and classes throughout the high school credit recovery program, and additional 
programming at ECLC.  
 
We appreciate your continued flexibility and understanding as we traverse these ever changing times and 
strive to provide all of our students with the most appropriate education given their unique needs.  We will 
continue to evaluate the needs of our students after these initial COVID related programs and will continue to 
be in touch with you as we determine additional ways that we can support the needs of our students with 



 
 
IEPs.  We look forward to continuing to collaborate with you to provide the needed supports to all of our 
students. 
 

Melanie Hertig 
Melanie Hertig 
Executive Director/Special Education 
Irvine Unified School District 
 


