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May 30, 2013 

Irvine Unified School District 

5050 Barranca Parkway 

Irvine, CA 92604 

Attention: Lorrie Ruiz 

lorrieruiz@IUSD.org 

 

RE: Notice of Preparation for IUSD High School #5 

 

Dear Ms. Ruiz, 

 

Laguna Greenbelt, Inc., is a long time grassroots community organization, dedicated to 

advocating for the preservation of natural lands in Orange County, especially in the coastal 

canyons near Laguna Beach. The coastal Laguna Greenbelt is now 22,000 acres of wilderness 

parks and preserves.  

 

Since 2000 we have been advocating for a wildlife corridor across central Orange County to 

connect the Laguna Greenbelt with the larger protected open spaces of the Cleveland National 

Forest.  This vital connection will facilitate wildlife movement between these two important 

wildlife reserve areas. For the last three years we have been actively advocating for the Orange 

County Great Park wildlife corridor.  Our comments focus on the proposed site of High School 

#5, and the potential implications for the completion of the wildlife corridor. 

 

Our specific questions and suggestions regarding the proposed SEIR are set forth below: 

 

1. In the NOP dated April 30, 2013, the document illustrates and discusses a relocated Wildlife 

Corridor Feature. To our knowledge, this relocated Wildlife Corridor Feature has not been 

approved by the City of Irvine. This would appear to be inconsistent with approved city land use 

plans over and above the discussion in Section 3.10(b) of the NOP.  The proposed SEIR should 

address this.  

 

2. The current city of Irvine Wildlife Corridor Plan designates the wildlife corridor and adjacent 

golf course as ‘corridor influence’ area. These areas were designed to serve wildlife and allow 

for unimpeded movement throughout the ‘influence area’. Potential impacts on this area should 

be addressed in the proposed SEIR.  The analysis in NOP section 3.4(d) is not correct. 

 

Given that the proposed high school site forecloses certain solutions for wildlife movement, prior 

to the high school project’s approval, the City should have a final wildlife movement plan, 

including Wildlife Corridor Plan, approved and implementation measures identified. 

 

Wildlife are generally attracted to large grassy areas, such as those located in the proposed 

athletic field areas of the new high school.  Given the future school site’s proximity to both the 

Agua Chinon wildlife area and to the proposed relocated Wildlife Corridor, the proposed EIR 
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should describe how wildlife might move between these two open space wilderness areas and if 

any special measures are needed to protect this movement. 

 

3. The location of the proposed high school is adjacent to Agua Chinon, a federal and state 

mitigation site for wildlife. How will the proposed high school site affect wildlife in Agua 

Chinon? For example, how will lighting and noise impacts from the adjacent sport fields impact 

wildlife in the adjacent Agua Chinon mitigation area? Will these impacts interfere with wildlife 

in the Agua Chinon area?  

 

Given that the Aqua Chinon is a mitigation site, it will attract wildlife.  These wildlife are likely 

to move between the Great Park and Agua Chinon, and without connection to upper Agua 

Chinon (northeast side of Irvine Blvd.) will likely wander through neighborhoods searching for 

habitat and food. The EIR should identify specific strategies to ensure wildlife have movement 

corridors that route them between habitat areas and not through neighborhoods.  

 

4. Project timing. When will daylighting/excavation of Agua Chinon occur? This will be a major 

excavation, with the potential for much wind-borne soil entering the high school site. Excavating 

a stream channel is exactly where one might expect to find spores of coccidioides fungus (Valley 

Fever). Apparently there was an increase in cases after the Northridge Earthquake (1994). NOP 

Section 3.3- Air Quality should discuss this issue. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments for this important project.  If there are 

questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Elisabeth M. Brown, Ph.D., President 

Laguna Greenbelt, Inc. 

lagunagreenbelt@gmail.com 
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