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The Community Advisory Committee for Gifted and Talented Education
cordially invites you to attend our bimonthly meeting featuring

Sandra Kaplan, Ed.D.
(Associate Clinical Professor for Learning and Instruction at the University of California)

Topic:  Developing Intellectualism

Thursday, May 28, 2009, 6:30 p.m.
Location:  I.U.S.D. Administration Center, 5050 Barranca Parkway, Irvine

Sandra Kaplan, Ed.D., is associate clinical professor for learning and instruction at the University of Southern
California. She has served as the lead consultant for the Carnegie Middle Schools Project, Texas Education
A gency, from 1993 to present. Dr. Kaplan is a past president of the National A ssociation for Gifted Children
(NA GC), of which she has been a member of since 1982.She is also a past president of the California A ssociation
for the Gifted. One of the world’s foremost authorities in the field of gifted education, she has made pre-
sentations at the World Congress on Gifted and NA GC and TA GT conferences. Recent honors include the A ward of
A chievement from the California A ssociation for the Gifted and the Distinguished Service A ward from NA GC. 

T
he end of the school year seems to bring about a rush of
 excitement and energy as we finalize the last ten months of
the academic process. Part of the steps of ending a school

year is  evaluating current programs and preparing for the follow-
ing  academic year. Students and parents have completed the
GATE surveys, which we’ll review the data and make plans for
next year. 

In helping our teachers prepare their curriculum over the summer,
the GATE Department is sponsoring a day on May 28th for IUSD
staff to work with Dr. Sandra Kaplan, Ed.D., associate clinical
professor for learning and instruction at the University of
Southern California.  For almost four decades, Dr. Kaplan’s work
has positively influenced gifted education, earning her tremen-
dous respect nationally and internationally in the arena of gifted
education. Throughout the day, teachers will work with Dr.
Kaplan on curriculum and instruction, while the evening has been
reserved for information on gifted education pertaining to the
 parents’ perspectives.

You may have noticed a change in the GATE Department. Wendy
Bennett, formerly known as Wendy Pokorski, with whom many of
you have had contact with either over the phone or via email, is

now Superintendent Gwen Gross’s Confidential Administrative
Assistant. While we’re excited for her, we will definitely miss
Wendy’s expertise and dedication in the GATE Department.

Jocelyn Jazwiec is the new voice and face in the GATE
Department.  Jocelyn was born and raised in Anaheim, graduated
from California State University Fullerton, and has a strong com-
mitment to education. We’re thrilled to be working with Jocelyn.
She likes to stay busy, so the GATE Department should be an
excellent match!

You might be interested in a free, month-long “Gifted & Talented
Education Online Mini-Series”; sponsored by UCI and designed
specifically for teachers, administrators, and parents. The first part
of the series scheduled for Wednesday, May 6th, from 8-9 P.M., is
entitled How to Relate Successfully with Your Gifted Youngsters.
The following week, Wednesday, May 13th, 8-9 P.M., will offer
What Differentiation Should Look Like. On Wednesday, May
20th, 8-9 P.M., the topic will be Building the Parent-Teacher
Connection. Closing the series, on May 27th, 8-9 P.M., the topic
will be Understanding IQ Testing and Special Programming for
Advanced and Gifted Learners. More information at
www.occgate.org.

Advisor:  Beth Andrews, IUSD GATE Coordinator.  
The GATER is published quarterly by the  Community Advisory Committee for Gifted and Talented Education (CAC-GATE).  

Important information can be found at http://iusd.org/parent_resources/gate. 
If you have any questions, comments, suggestions or articles, please call GATE office at (949) 936-5120.

COORDINATOR’S MESSAGE

(Continued on next page)
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Sierra Vista Middle School’s
7th and 8th Humanities

By Barbara Vreeland

Whether participating in an authentic Japanese Tea Ceremony in 7th
grade or reenacting a famous Supreme Court case in 8th grade, Sierra
Vista’s GATE teachers help make history come alive in the class-
room.  GATE teachers at Sierra Vista strive to create a rich environ-
ment for their students using differentiated methods of instruction
such as acceleration, depth, complexity, and novelty.  Over the course
of two years, students are not only taught the California Content
Standards for Language Arts and Social Science, but are exposed to
higher-level pieces of literature, vocabulary, concepts, and ideas.

By October, students are being
coached by their Language Arts
 teachers Christina Ralston, Cathy
Turner, and Barbara Vreeland, to par-
ticipate in the Word Masters
Challenge. Word Masters is a
 “national language arts competition
entered by approximately 230,000
 students annually, which consists of

three separate meets held at intervals during the school year.”  In
order to do well, students must not only know each word’s various
definitions, but they must also
understand the words in context
and how the words change parts of
speech.  Direct teaching strategies,
analogy practice, and review
games are just a few of the
 methods these coaches use.  After
all that hard work, in January,
SVMS 7th graders tied for third
place out of 179 schools and 8th grade tied for first in the nation!

As part of their exciting journey back in time, 7th grade students in
Jon Millers and Barbara Vreeland’s classrooms recreate pieces of
 history.  Kabuki Dramas, Shakespearean plays, and DaVinci Diaries
are just a few examples.  Recently, students engaged in a traditional
Japanese Tea Ceremony by imagining themselves as guests in a tea
house.  The authentic scrolls on the classroom walls, calligraphy,
aroma of green tea, and yummy treats made everyone feel like
 honored guests.

As a culminating activity for
their unit on the Constitution,
Mr. Clark’s 8th grade Gate
U.S. History classes were
divided into pairs to assume the
role of a legal team responsible
for arguing one side of a
Landmark Supreme Court
Case.  Each team was required

to thoroughly research their case, paying close attention to the
 various constitutional arguments brought forth as it made its way
through each level of the appellate system. After carefully preparing
their case, which included an opening and closing statement, basic
arguments derived from the Constitution and lower court opinions,
and responses to the anticipated arguments of their opponents, they
were ready to persuade the Court (their classmates).

Between the Word Masters Challenge, experiential activities, and a
focus on essential skills, Sierra Vista’s GATE team enjoys the
 challenge of providing students with a unique learning experience.

GATE at Greentree
By Peggy Walsh

Teachers at Greentree Elementary firmly believe in the importance of
challenging our GATE students to go ‘above and beyond’ the normal
curriculum with engaging and enriching activities and curriculum.  

Greentree is one of several elementary schools in Irvine that has
actively implemented the RTI program. This program addresses the
reading comprehension ability of all students. After testing, students
are cluster-grouped based on their respective abilities. GATE
 students and high level achieving students are placed in an environ-
ment where they are asked to explore the literature with a greater
emphasis on the interpretive meaning and intent of the author.

The RTI program at 4th grade has students engaged in reading and
interpreting stories from the Junior Great Book series. These
 enriching stories require the students to engage in class discussions
to interpret the meaning of the story and the message the author was
attempting to present.

In social studies, 4th grade GATE students are also busy producing
an individual documentary comparing and contrasting the explor -
ations of two explorers from Spain and England. The individual
 documentaries are being produced using Photo Story 3, resulting in a
voice-over presentation. In order to complete this project, 4th grade
GATE students have learned this new application and are excited
about presenting their next GATE project utilizing this software.

In addition, 4th grade GATE students are working on the 4th grade
GATE newsletter that is published for Open House. The students
have done various interviews and are writing articles for their
 publication.

GATE 5th grade students are also very busy with a differentiated
 program. The RTI program at 5th grade incorporates literature
 circles, which give students the opportunity to explore story ideas in
greater depth and complexity. Follow up projects include Power
Point presentations and creative advertisements.

Each week 5th grade GATE students are given a weekly question
about the anthology selection. Students have the opportunity to share
their opinions and impressions about the story and the characters in
small discussion groups.  Students are encouraged to take notes
 during the reading and share the ideas and questions they develop
during their independent and/or paired reading periods.

In social studies, 5th grade GATE students participate in the annual
Historical American Leader presentation (HAL). Students research
an important American colonial leader and present their findings,
before their peers, while dressed in historical period clothing. The
presentation focuses on the life and contributions of that important
American.

Our 6th grade GATE students, and other high achievers in math,
attend a weekly Pre-Algebra class to prepare them for the next year’s
transition to middle school. Those students participating have
demonstrated excellent aptitude for mathematics, and are excited to
participate in a middle school preparatory class.

GATE students in the 6th grade are also reading The Golden Goblet
and making a quadrarama, which highlights the story elements,
 symbolism, and theme. In addition, GATE students are studying
ancient India, which incorporates the primary source for the
 teachings of Buddha.
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May 28 Community Advisory Committee (CAC-GATE) Meeting
Administration Center, 5050 Barranca, Irvine, 6:30 p.m.
Guest Speaker – Dr. Sandra Kaplan

June 6 SAT and subject tests – register by May 5, 2009

June 22, 24, 26 Professional Development Program – Teaching 
High-Ability Learners

June 29–July 24 Summer School – Grades K-8
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