5 Elfin
Irvine, California 92604

May 8th, 2008
Assemblyman Chuck Devore
State Capital

Room 4102

Sacramento, California 94249-0070 
Dear Assemblyman Devore:
I am a sixth grade teacher at Eastshore Elementary School in the Irvine Unified School District.  This year my students have been learning about our environment and some of the negative effects that the human population has had on our environment.  One issue that I am specifically concerned with is the amount of plastic grocery bags that are being consumed on a daily basis.  A majority of the bags do not get recycled and they are filling up our landfills.  Also, many of the bags end up on the side of the road and in the ocean which is devastating to the marine environment.  This is a very serious issue and it is getting worse with each day that passes.  Something must be done about this, and I strongly feel that you are able to help in the fight to rid our world of these unnecessary polluters. 
Research states that 88.5 billion plastic bags are consumed each year in the United States.  This number is frightening, and I truly believe that the United States consumer has a dependence on the plastic bag.  I understand that they are cheap to produce, easy to transport, and take up less room; however, we need to get the American consumer out of this mind set.  One suggestion that I have is to make reusable bags more available.  These need to be mass produced and distributed to each household for free.  There needs to be incentives for the stores to carry them, and there needs to be motivation for the consumer to choose these.  The bags need to be light weight, durable, and small in size.  If bags become more available and less costly, I am certain people will make the correct choice as to which bag they will select the next time they are at the store.
Another statistic that I have discovered is less than one percent of all bags are recycled.  It has become increasingly clear that are landfills are overused and growing to unmanageable sizes.  This has got to change.  We cannot keep digging up the earth and turning it into unusable garbage.  I strongly feel that their needs to be growth in the amount that the consumers recycle.  Perhaps we could raise the price of garbage collection and also make recycling pick up free.  Instead of one big recycling trash can, we could have three smaller cans: one for plastic, one for food products, and one for glass.  This would make sorting it at the recycling plant less costly.  This is only one of many ways that we could begin to raise awareness and take steps to improve the bad situation that we have gotten ourselves in.
The most important thing to consider is time.  The longer we wait, the worse our situation with plastic bags become and the more difficult it will be to change the mindset of the American business and consumer.  The second thing I would like to stress is action.  Something must be done now.  It is going to take people like you, who have the power to make these important decisions.  We cannot talk about this anymore.  I urge you to use your political influence to change the direction this state has taken.  I know that the average American desires to do the right thing; we just need the leadership to help start us off on the right foot.  You can be that leader that inspires us to make changes that will affect our planet, children, and futures.  Thank you for your understanding of this important issue.
Sincerely,
Michael J. Minyard
Sixth Grade Teacher

