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February 2012 – 5th Grade

Social Studies

The development of the Original 13 Colonies is our current area of study.  

Colonial Day, which is scheduled for Wednesday, March 14, will give our Fifth Graders an opportunity to experience Colonial life first hand. 
Eventually, through their studies, they will develop an understanding of how and why the colonists decided to fight for independence from Britain.  The freedoms that we enjoy today will be linked to the events that took place during the American Revolution. 
 Thank you to all the parents who volunteered to help on Colonial Day. Please let me know if you have any questions regarding preparations for the colonial activities. 
Research Reports
Students need support in finding information on their research topics and in writing down pertinent facts. Although reference books will be available at school for student research, students will not be able to take them home. It will be very helpful if you are able to take your child to the public library to check out books on his/her research topic. Students are required to type a bibliography as part of the report. It’s important for students to collect bibliography information when using any type of resource. Bibliography forms are available at school.
Please be aware of the timeline that is included in the information packet. Colonial Research Reports are due on March 22. No late reports will be accepted.
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Science 

In Chapter 5, students have been studying the Earth’s atmosphere, weather, and climate. Encourage your child to follow the weather online or in the newspaper. They can be amateur meteorologists and practice what they have learned. A test on this chapter is scheduled for Feb.7th.

Chapter 6 is the study of the Solar System. It will build upon the third grade curriculum. Students will learn about the main bodies of our Solar System, and how Earth relates to them. They will study the forces that keep the planets in orbit around the Sun. Students will study the sizes, properties, and relationships between each of the bodies of our Solar System. 
RTI


Response to Instruction is a system for teaching Reading that was put in place last year. Our Fifth Graders are blended together and have an hour long intensive lesson with their respective teacher. Reading strategies, comprehension skills, vocabulary development, and literature elements are a focus of instruction. Check with your children to make sure they are completing and turning in their weekly reading group work. So far, we have been very pleased with our students’ progress. 
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Looking Ahead
Feb. 10 – Minimum day
Feb. 13 & 20 - School Holidays

Feb. 14 - Class Valentine’s Day Party 
Don’t forget to bring a valentine for every classmate. DO NOT address each valentine individually, just sign your name.                                                                                          

