Dear Families,
Thank you to all that attended our Kindergarten Back to School Night.  We hope it was an informative evening.  Attached you will find a not so brief outline of the agenda from that night for all of you to look over as we know we covered a lot of information.  We hope this helps those of you that were not able to attend.  As always, please let us know if you have any questions.

Thank you in advance for looking this over!! We look forward to a great year.

The Kindergarten Team

Back to School Night

Daily Schedules – 

Early Class 8:00-11:20 (M-F)
Late Class 10:20-1:40 (M,T,Th,F)
Wacky Wednesday 9:30-12:50
Literacy – Houghton/Mifflin
1.Phonics Library books, Paper books, Book bags (reading slips)-daily, lost book form (in yellow/green 1st day folder)
*Wordless- Words; Real books come back to school-paper books stay at home

2. Daily Workbook pages-support daily lesson please review at home

3. Journal Writing- Mondays a separate journal page with rubric

                 These are guidelines for the trimester expectations

4. Handwriting Without Tears- look for helpful tips in your 1st Thursday folders
5. Monthly Scholastic Book Orders- optional 
*Monthly Reading logs due on the last day of the month- 20 min daily*

Math – Houghton/Mifflin
1. Our Math Program is aligned with the CA state standards

2. Lessons include the use of manipulatives to solidify number sense and related math topics such as addition, subtraction, patterning, sorting, graphing and more.

Workbook pages and homework pages support lessons and activities  

3. Daily Calendar routine reinforces math concepts taught as well as concepts of time (days of the week, months, time), weather and graphing, geometric shapes

Science

1. We have 3 units that we cover in Kinder. 

*Wood

*Animals – snails, isopods, worms, fish, etc.

*Trees

Social Studies – Scott Foresman Program

1. We will cover family, friends, community, and citizenship

a. Technology – songs, lesson supplements, on-line access

b. Lesson magazine for students to take home

Art – Irvine District

1. A new visual and performing arts program (Arts Advantage)
2. Monthly crafts, directed drawings, Arts Attack

Music-Irvine District

1. Kindergarten receives a lesson 2 times per month
PE – Teacher/IA led instruction

1. Focus on gross motor skills

2. Walking field trips – please turn in your child’s permission slip (blue form in  your 1st day folder). As part of dress code, students should wear athletic shoes at all times  **NO sandals or “Croc” type shoes should be worn to school**  
Great Body Shop (GBS) – Our health unit. 

1. We discuss: Healthy habits, nutrition and safety

Housekeeping

**Backpacks- large enough to hold a folder, Thursday folder, a snack bag and a jacket (everything NEEDS to be labeled)****Kindergarteners do not purchase lunch

***Homework/Daily Folders/Thursday Folders*** 

1. Homework Packets are sent home Monday in Daily Folder.

Return completed on Friday- we spot check homework and anticipate that you are working with your child, so things are completed correctly (we support and check over at school and hope the same is done at home)

a. Read 20 minutes each night as part of homework – keep track of reading on your Monthly Book Log (you can also record your take-home/reading group books)
b. Journal Page will have the same writing rubric as used in class

2. Monthly Book Logs should be returned completed on the last day of each month!!

3. Daily Folder – go back and forth to school every day

a. Any parent notes or signed paperwork should be sent in this folder - these notes are seen by teachers at the end of the school day  

4. Thursday Folders – these will come home each Thursday with school flyers inside

a. Return empty on Friday (DO NOT send any notes/paperwork in this folder)

RIR Assemblies –

1. Assemblies are held 3 times during the year

2. You will be notified if your child is receiving an award via e-mail
Super Star Week –

1. Purpose – practice speaking and listening skills as outlined in the CA state 

Standards

2.  Each student will be the Super Star once during the year

****Please see the Super Star letter and calendar - It will be sent home the week of September 12th****
Sharing Day – 

1. Purpose – practice speaking and listening skills as outlined in the CA state 

Standards this is part of our Kindergarten curriculum and will be reflected on your child’s report card

2. Your child will have an assigned sharing day each week.

3. Each week there will be a different theme.  Sharing items need to follow the weekly theme. (a pink form will be sent home on your child’s homework folder if they forget their sharing or if it is not on topic) 

4. Items should be able to fit in a backpack.  NO live animals – please!!

Birthdays-

1. Students may bring a treat to share for their birthday.  Please arrange with teachers prior to the date.
2. You may donate a book to the class in stead of bringing a treat.
3. No cakes please – only individually prepared treats – we love healthy snacks – NO NUTS PLEASE!
4. Summer Birthdays will be celebrate at the end of the school year
Arrival/Dismissal
1. Early Drop-off and Pick-up will be at your child’s Kindergarten classroom door
2. Late Drop-off will be at the front of the school by the flag pole and Pick-up will be at your child’s Kindergarten classroom door

3. Pick up times – please wait at the lunch tables for us to come out of class.  Siblings should not play on the playground while you are waiting for Kinder to get out – school is still in session for the rest of the school!!  Thank you!!!
*Parking lot is closed to staff members only- please do not pull into the parking lot to drop-off or pick-up your child 

Parent Volunteers – 

1. Parents are a big part of our program.  We encourage you to help in the classroom.  Please remember that you are here to support all students.

2. A volunteer calendar is sent home each month – please feel free to look for open volunteer times/days and e-mail your teacher if you are available 
**You must have a volunteer form filled out and on file in the office in order to volunteer**

3. Find a replacement if you cannot do your shift – your absence will impact the instruction that teachers have planned!!
PTA – 

1. We hope you will join our wonderful PTA at Eastshore!!!!

2. Our school provides an excellent and well rounded education for your child due to the PTA and all the support that they provide.

3. You will receive a PTA packet tomorrow.  

Fall Conferences- 

Please sign-up for a fall conference. We will send you a reminder notice as we get closer to conference time. Any conflicts, please let us know ASAP.

Classroom Webpage-

 We encourage families to use our webpages as a resource for up-coming events, sharing topics/schedule, super star information, etc.

Visit the Eastshore webpage at http://www.iusd.org/ea/.  To go to class webpages, click on “Our Staff” and scroll down to your teacher’s name and click on “Class Website.”

Parent Portal-
*This is an IUSD system for parents to up-date/change contact information

*This is how you will view your child’s report card each trimester

*The e-mail you provide is used by your teacher to up-date and contact you- Teachers use e-mail as the primary source of communication

If you are not familiar with using the Parent Portal or have not set one-up, please visit the Eastshore webpage at http://www.iusd.org/ea/
