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Dear Deerfield Families, 
It seems amazing that I’m sitting here already writing a November newsletter and that Parent Conferences and the 
Thanksgiving holiday are quickly approaching.  As we all know and may be experiencing, these are very trying and 
often uncertain times.  Just even considering our state and national fiscal crises, it is difficult to focus each day on 
the positive, on what we each have to be thankful for.  Yet, here at Deerfield, we have so much to be thankful for.  
I am so incredibly touched by the outpouring of contributions made by our families during our Team Kids 
Challenge to the homeless, to combat hunger, and to abused and sheltered animals.  In the spirit of giving, and of 
that which we receive, especially in such times of need, I’d like to share an article with you that I recently read. 

Teaching Children to Give 
Sharing the experience of giving can be the most rewarding present you give your child this holiday season. 
It can be tough to teach children the value of giving in a season when they're surrounded by messages about the 
value of getting. Here are five ways to start:  
Start small when the kids are small.  
Your young child might be happy to help bake cookies for a friend but end up wanting to keep the gift herself. Plan 
for this by baking enough cookies to keep and enough cookies to give. Young children need help in learning to 
share.  
Teach your child that he doesn't need money to give.  
Help your child make gift certificates good for "one free car wash" or "breakfast in bed" that he can give to others 
in the family.  
Involve your child in selecting the gift.  
You may think that donating to cancer research is important, but your child who is an animal lover may be more 
interested in making sure the dogs at the humane society have an extra treat at the holidays. Help her find a way 
to give the gift she feels is important.  
Be a role model.  
Volunteer your family's time at a soup kitchen or senior center. Gather small-size toiletries, such as toothpaste and 
shampoo, and pack them in decorated gift bags to take to a homeless shelter. Ask your child if he'll help you baby-
sit for a neighbor's toddler so she can do her shopping or help you rake the leaves for an elderly friend.  
Personalize giving.  
It's faster for busy parents to write a check to a charity, but it has little impact on a child who can't see where the 
money is going or imagine the people who benefit. Delivering canned goods to a food bank is more meaningful 
than dropping a check in the mail. Your family could "adopt" a needy family through a community organization, 
choose the gifts and wrap them. Feeling too busy to organize an activity like this? Author Ellen Sabin has 
suggestions that can work for the most time-challenged parents. Sabin wrote The Giving Book: Open the Door to a 
Lifetime of Giving, an interactive workbook to help 6- to 11-year-olds discover the joy of giving and their power to 
make a difference. Sabin also offers free tools and guides for parents, teachers and religious educators to use with 
her book. Sabin suggests having a family conversation about what you're thankful for. That will help your child 
realize that what she values may be missing in other people's lives. Sabin also offers three activities to try. "These 
things don't take huge amounts of time. They just take a few moments of thoughtfulness."  
Start a tradition in which family members set aside one of their gifts to give to someone less fortunate.  

Think of someone without a family - a soldier, a distant relative, a friend in the hospital - and write a letter as a 
family to make the person feel loved and included during the holidays.  

Talk about beginning the new year with a family giving box. Everyone can regularly add a small amount of money 
to the box to contribute to a group or cause the family agrees to support.  
 
Giving gives children a sense of self-esteem and pride, says Sabin. "Giving is addictive. It gets in your blood. It 
makes you realize that you and your actions matter." The full article can be found at:  
http://www.greatschools.net/parenting/social-skills/social-skills-key-to-learning.gs?content=1178  
 
On behalf of our Deerfield staff, I wish each of you a very HAPPY THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY!  Please know how 
thankful we are for your special gifts of caring, support, time and energy that you give so abundantly to our school 
and to our children! 
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                                 RED RIBBON WEEK                                       

 

Thank you to Karen Roznos  for chairing Red Ribbon Week at 

Deerfield School.  The students and staff are very grateful for all 

your hard work.   Con gratulations to the  wi nners of the Sports 

Authority gift cards é GREAT JOB to all those students who brought 

in p ennies. We collected 678 lbs. of pennies!  Congrats to Mrs. 

Lipinskiõs and Mrs. Kormos/Kearneyõs classes for bringing in the most 

pennies.  

 
 
Harvest Cup Festival  
 

The Deerfield Falcon boysô soccer team represented our school mightily at the Harvest Cup the 

weekend of October 18
th

.  These students represented Deerfield well and made us all proud.   The 

team included Colin Rinard, Ben Chai, Arvind Katta, Shayan Shaikh, Kaj Seaney, Daniel Sun, 

Nilay Mehta, Darius Joseph, Danny Do, Faaiz Joad, Shashink Dattathri, Pranav Ganeshan, 

George Parampathu, Luke Chaikovsky, Lekhan Shavashankar, Vijay Parameswaran, and Jordan 

Santos.    Congratulations to our girlsô soccer team who played 4 games on October 18
th

 and 

made it all the way to the Finals.  They truly played their hearts out.  We congratulate them on 

their 2
nd

 place finish.  The team included Elia Alon, Antoinette Bailey, Alyssa Farajian, Hanna 

Farajian, Zynab Haidary, Kristen Hankus, Olivia Llauger, Bella Liu, Mima Mirkovic, Michelle 

Riddle, JJ Riddle, Tianna Sanders, Jaden Sanders, Alexandra Sterritt, Lauren Thomason, 

Alexandria Vanous, Christine Weyers, Shaneen Zamanian, and Nicole Dostanic.  Thank you to 

all the students and especially to the coaches for the time committed to Deerfield School. 

 
 

 
 

                    LEFT OVER HALLOWEEN CANDY 
 

Thank you again to our wonderful Deerfield students and families!  Students brought in 
all of the Halloween candy on November 2nd to share with St. Theresaõs Orphanage in 
Ensenada Mexico.  This project is a joint effort between the Deerfield community and 
the Womenõs Ebell Club of Irvine.  The continued giving of our community is 
commendable.  Many thanks to our special òCandy Committeeó,  Kathy Johnson, 
Sandra Hoffer, Sarit Gattenyo, Liz Young, Allison Sherman, Steffanie Early, and Joanne 
Chaikovsky  for sorting and weighing all this candy this year.    And a special thank 
you to Mrs. Lynda Tryon who collects and delivers this candy every year!! 
 



 
 

DEERFIELD HELPING OTHERS  
 

A reminder that we are continuing to save plast ic water bottles.  The water 

bottles can be brought into the multipurpose room where we have a large 

barrel for this collection.  Thank you  to  Mrs. Tryon for coordinating this 

collection.  

 

The Cash For Cans City Recycling Challenge end ed on October 31.   Thank you 

to everyon e who helped us out!  

 

                                                              
PARKING LOT REMINDER  

 
Parents please remember to observe the STAFF parking space s in our parking lot.  

Only park in those spots that are NOT designated as staff parking.   We have 

several staff members who have an alternative start time  and although it may 

appear that they will not be utilizing their parking space on any given day; they will 

be. J 

 
Donôt Arrive Too Early or Stay Too Late 

 
We would like to remind you of several key areas of concern regarding student safety, and the Irvine Unified School 

Districtôs Board Policy concerning these issues. 

 

Our Board Policy states, ñThe school day for students is defined as from 15 minutes prior to the studentôs first class 

until 10 minutes after the conclusion of the studentôs last class.  Parents/guardians are not to deliver their student 

to school prior to 15 minutes before the start of school or leave them at school longer than 10 minutes after the 

end of the school day.ò 
 

At Deerfield School we are still having problems with students arriving at school before 7:45 a.m.  Please realize 

that the school district provides no student supervision before this time and that having students arrive at school 

before 7:45 a.m. is not only a violation of district policy, it also endangers the studentôs safety.  Likewise, we have a 

real problem after school.  Students are not to be left at school more than 10 minutes after school ends. 

 

Children who live in the immediate area and who wish to play on our playground must report home first.  If students 

wish to return to our playground after they have been home, they should wait until school has been out for 30 

minutes to do so and only our Kindergarten area playground is available.  Deerfield has a licensing requirement 

regarding the use of the back playground with our Child Day Care facility.  As of 3:00 P.M., CDC has sole use of 

the playground and equipment.  This is an important compliance issue for them, so please help to be supportive of 

their needs.  

 

 

 

 



 

 
                   

 

 CONGRATULATIONS to the following winners for Deerfield for the 
Reflections contest.  The theme this year was ñ BEAUTY ISéò 
 
Ellinor Kim               K/Primary               Visual Arts                Ms. Carney                     1st Place 
Pranav Gaddam     K/Primary                Visual Arts                Ms. Nenadov                   2nd Place 
Allyson Seong         K/Primary                Visual Arts               Ms. Haynes                     3rd Place 
 
Melissa Quon          K/Primary                Photography            Ms. Tryon                        1st Place 
 
Andre Yin                Intermediate            Literature                 Ms. Larson                       1st Place 
Pooja Chitle            Intermediate            Literature                 Ms. Uribe                          2nd Place 
Jai Radhakrishnan Intermediate             Literature                 Ms. Kormos/Kearney       3rd Place 
Kushagra Pandey  Intermediate             Literature                 Ms. Larson                       Honorary Mention 
 
Sahil Patne              Intermediate           Visual Arts               Ms. Larson                        2nd Place 
Gayathsi Krishnan  Intermediate            Visual Arts               Ms. Larson                        3rd Place 
 
 
Tanya Roy                  Middle/Junior         Literature                Ms. Conferti                      1st Place 
Zenz Khesbak             Middle/Junior        Literature                 Ms. Heller                         2nd Place 
Vijay Parameswaran  Middle/Junior         Literature                 Ms. Yoon                          3rd Place 
 
Kinsey Van              Middle/Junior          Photography            Ms. Heller                           1st Place 
Isabelle Lee             Middle/Junior          Photography            Ms. Heller                           2nd Place 
Sandi Choi               Middle/Junior          Photography            Ms. Heller                           3rd Place 
 
Juliana Wang          Middle/Junior          Visual Arts              Ms. Yoon                             1st Place 
Evelyn Syau            Middle/Junior          Visual Arts              Ms. Yoon                             2nd Place 
Shruti Karnani         Middle/Junior           Visual Arts              Ms. Yoon                             3rd Place 
 
   
Camille Lieber            K/Primary              Visual Arts                 Ms. Whippos                 Honorary Mention 
Jonathan Ge               Intermediate         Visual Arts                 Ms. Larson                    Honorary Mention 
Kushagra Pandey       Intermediate          Literature                   Ms. Larson                   Honarary Mention 
Vijay Parameswaran  Middle/Junior         Music Compostition  Ms. Yoon                       Honarary Mention 
 
 

        

 

  

       

     
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
  

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

November 19    Early Dismissal ï 4
th

 ï 6
th

 grades only 

November 20    No School ï Parent Conference Day 

November 23 ï 25   Early Dismissal 

November 26- 27   Thanksgiving Holiday 

December 18    Early Dismissal 

December 21-January 1  Winter Break 

January 4     School Resumes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


